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We were fortunate in the past, to have OPCC 
resident Tom Mackin manage the community 
garage sale each year. Tom has retired from that 
duty but will train the new volunteer(s) stepping 
up to the plate. Tom will meet with volunteers 
and provide them with all the information need-
ed to manage the event. We already have a 
volunteer from Loch Rane.  Now all we need is 
a volunteer from OPCC to complete the team!  

This event has always been a big success and 
it would be a shame to not continue it.  So, if 
this sounds like a great way to contribute to 
the neighborhood and get out and meet your 
neighbors, consider volunteering.  We need 
you!  For more info or to volunteer, please  
contact Tom Mackin at tmackin106@aol.com  
or 904-276-4634. 

OPCC!
WE NEED YOUR HELP TO HOLD A FALL GARAGE SALE
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2021 OPCC
Board of Directors

John McCormack, President
904-728-8623

jmccormack@pmc-ronwood.com
 TJennifer Tossavainen, Vice-President

904-866-9291
jtoss@cbvfl.com

 Bob McKinney, Treasurer
904-375-9554

bobpat4FL@comcast.net
 Randy Rutan, Secretary

904-276-5067
randy@randyrutan.com

 Quint Bowman, Member at Large
904-601-8595

ministerqabowman@gmail.com
 Wilma Miller, Member at Large

904-272-5493
wcmil@bellsouth.net

 Linda Sparks, Member at Large
904-272-4456

ecology22@aol.com
  

Publication Policy
The function of the community newsletter, “Behind the 
Gate” is to serve the entire gated community of Loch 
Rane and Orange Park Country Club and is a product of 
Clay Today.

Priority will be given to reporting news and activities of 
the community and other news and events that directly 
affect the residents.  Second priority will be given to 
articles of general interest as space permits.  Articles and 
photos must be sent to Lisa Beach at lisacbeach@gmail.
com by the deadline date below.  Due to space limitation, 
all articles are subject to editing. 

Letters of opinion must be signed, as well as brief and in 
good taste.  Views expressed are those of the writer and 
do not express the viewpoint of the publisher, OPCCOA 
or LRIA.

Acceptance of advertising does not constitute an 
endorsement or approval of any product or services by 
the publisher, OPCCOA or LRIA.  The publisher reserves 
the right to refuse advertising that does not meet the 
standards of the publication.

The publisher of “Behind the Gate” agrees to indemnify 
and hold harmless OPCCOA and LRIA for any claims 
asserted against or financial liabilities incurred by them 
arising from commercial content of this publication or 
anything contained in any advertising copy, including 
without limitation any claims of whatever nature asserted 
by advertisers or potential advertisers.

OPCC Board of Directors Meeting
What great attendance at this meeting!  We 
had the largest group since the restrictions 
started last year.  Lots of community 
questions, input, and suggestions.  In 
addition, the weather was excellent.

Our finances remain on track.  We will be 
spending funds on landscaping in the near 
future.

The ARB confirmed 14 applications that were 
previously approved via email.  Five projects 
were either approved or final inspections 
were approved.  It is the homeowner’s 
responsibility to request a final inspection 
when a project is complete in order to 
receive a refund of the $100 deposit.  We do 
not know if the project is complete unless 
advised.

The Roads Committee is investigating a new 
technology for improving our existing roads 
that might be used in place of complete 
repaving.  Even if it is not practical for all our 
needs, it looks promising for certain areas.

Food Truck Fridays will run through the 
summer.  Times will be posted and sent in our 
eBlasts.

Continuing the past trend, there is no update 
on the golf course.  There was considerable 

discussion on options and a committee is 
forming to research what we might consider 
going forward.  Since any decision will require 
community buy-in, there will be much more 
discussions in the future.

The gatehouse computer systems and lighting 
in that area are being upgraded.  These 
are overdue projects that will benefit both 
communities inside the gate.

We will be acquiring new legal representation 
since our current firm is downsizing and 
we did not make the cut.  We will also be 
reviewing how we handle collections of past 
due assessments/fees.

Our pool decks, cabana, and furniture will 
soon the cleaned to kick off the warm weather 
season.

We welcome a new gate supervisor, Michael 
Caudill.  

The signs at our wingwall be rehabbed soon 
to correct deterioration.

Plan to attend the May meetings.

The next meeting will be held May 18 at 6:00 p.m.

OPCCOA/LRIA Steering Committee Report
April 2021 / By Randy Rutan

April’s meeting was called to order at 6:03 p.m. by Chairman Kathy Marko and adjourned at  
6:43 p.m.  There was a quorum of members present.  The March meeting minutes and financial 
report were unanimously approved.  There was discussion regarding improvements to be made to 
the computer equipment and programs at the gatehouse.  Improvements will include installation 
of antivirus program, cloud backup, updates to the windows systems and hard drive and replace-
ment of one computer.  An IT specialist is involved in the planning so everything will be coordinat-
ed.  All approved moving forward with these much-needed improvements.  Members of the Joint 
Landscape Committee presented several proposals for landscape improvements at five locations 
on the Boulevard.  All were approved.

April 20, 2021 / By Bob McKinney

To subscribe, call 264-3200 
or email  the Publisher.
Jon Cantrell: jon@opcca.com

Stay 
Connected.
$17

ANNUALLY

READ 
FOR FREE

ONLINE AT
CLAYTODAYONLINE.COM

*PAYWALL LIFTED CURRENTLY DUE TO 
COVID19  PLEASE ENJOY AND FIND LOCAL 

NEWS & INFORMATION INCLUDING
HEALTH RELATED, OPEN & 

CLOSED BUSINSSES AS WELL AS 
CANCELLATIONS

INSIDINSIDE.

mailto:jmccormack@pmc-ronwood.com
mailto:jtoss@cbvfl.com
mailto:bobpat4FL@comcast.net
mailto:randy@randyrutan.com
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2021 Loch Rane 
Board of Directors
Brian Rogers, President
rogersbw@gmail.com

Chuck Bryner, Vice-President
bryner@comcast.net

Marie Bryan, Treasurer
marieandbobby@yahoo.com

James Hudgins, Secretary
secretary@jhudgins.com

Thomas Coppola, Member at Large
tcoppola4778@gmail.com

Kathryn Marko, Member at Large
navynomad@hotmail.com

Gary McMahill, Member at Large
mcmahidga@aol.com

2021 Steering 
Committee
Kathryn Marko, Chairman

Randy Rutan, Secretary

Daniel Butler, Member

Tom Martin, Member

Marie Bryan, Member

The Steering Committee meets on the 
third Thursday of each month at 6:00 p.m. 
at the community building.  The purpose 
of the committee is to oversee issues of 
joint interest in the common areas of Loch 
Rane and OPCC.  Homeowners of both 
communities are invited to attend.

Loch Rane Board of Directors Meeting
By Brian Rogers
The April meeting of the Loch Rane Board of 
Directors was held on April 13, 2021.  It was 
attended by a handful of residents in person and 
via zoom.

The treasurers report showed we are still under 
budget for the year, with no unexpected addition-
al expenses to date.

The Steering Committee announced a landscap-
ing project is in the works.  The goal is to fill in 
the bare spots and replace dead plants along the 
boulevard.  

Roughly eight percent of homeowners are delin-
quent on the first payment of the 2021 annual 
dues.  The first installment was due in January.  
Please contact the CAM team to make payment 
or establish a payment plan to avoid additional 
late fees/interest.

As of this month, 74% of the storm drains special 
assessment has been collected.  Thank you to the 
residents who paid in full.  The storm drains relin-
ing project began this week and work is expected 
to continue through May.

The drainage ditch behind Arran Court continues 
to be a problem.  Different sections are being 
blocked by both wildlife and manmade obstruc-
tions, preventing the retention ponds from 
draining properly.  The BOD has approved a bid 

of $4,000 for a crew working a maximum of two 
days to clear these obstructions.  

The swale behind Duart is also holding water 
and we are researching bids for installation of a 
French style drain in that area. This should allow 
the surface water to enter the storm drain sys-
tem.

A Covenants and Restrictions Revision 7 meeting 
will be scheduled to discuss the proposed chang-
es.  We hope to bring them into the modern age 
as the original document was drafted in the early 
70’s.  Given these changes will require a 66% vote 
from the community, we urge residents to partic-
ipate in the meetings and provide input to ensure 
a successful vote.

Tom Mackin of OPCC has stepped down from his 
duties of organizing/facilitating the community 
yard sale.  Unless another volunteer(s) steps up to 
take his place, there will no longer be a commu-
nity yard sale.  We hope that is not the case and a 
“yard sale committee” can be established of both 
Loch Rane and OPCC residents.  Please reach out 
to the BOD or CAM team if you have an interest 
in volunteering.

The next monthly BOD meeting is scheduled for 
May 11 at 6:30 p.m. (The Zoom link will be avail-
able on the LR website.)

We offer Everything From Routine Eye Exams to Surgical 
Services | We Accept VSP & Eyemed  

www.clayeye.com
(904) 272-2020

NEWNEW
LOCATIONLOCATION
1658 ST. VINCENT’S WAY
SUITE 250 
MIDDLEBURG, FL 32068

Orange Park | Fleming Island
Riverside | Mandarin | Middleburg

Submit Your Stories
Help contribute to your community newsletter!

This newsletter is produced for Loch Rane and Orange Park Country Club.  If you’d like to offer 
content for publication, here’s how to get started:

Stories/Photography: Send your articles and/or high-resolution JPEGs to Lisa Beach at 
lisacbeach@gmail.com. Articles should be sent as Microsoft Word attachments that are saved  
as “.doc” files.  Photos should also be sent as attachments not embedded in an email.

The June 2021 Deadline for content; Sunday, May 16.

About this Newsletter
Publisher/Advertising: Jon Cantrell, jon@opcfla.com 
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FOOD TRUCK FRIDAY! Hey Neighbors - 
Did you Know?

By Jonathan Haas

My old garage door opener began not listening well to the 
remote that I keep in the car.  Push the button eight times 
or more before it would work.  Same with the spare remote 
and both had new batteries. Biting the bullet, I purchased 
and had installed a state of the art new one, equipped with 
camera, microphone, internet connected, etc. 

I had the new one installed on my wife’s side of the garage 
and moved her old one to my side. The next Thursday 
night I again had problems. Something was amiss and it 
became apparent that the failure of the remotes only hap-
pened at night.  

There was mention on the new garage door opener manu-
facturer’s website about how some LED bulbs emit a radio 
frequency that could interfere.  I had replaced incandescent 
light bulbs in my garden lighting with LED bulbs earlier to 
save some on the electric bill. Added benefit was a brighter 
more attractive look too. When I walked between the gar-
den lighting and the house, the opener worked every time.  
Outside the lights, no go.  I also have a large, motion acti-
vated LED security light in front of the door, so when inside 
the car there was no opportunity to get ‘inside the lights’.   

I mentioned this to a neighbor who had two service calls 
on his opener to no avail. He then replaced his outdoor LED 
lights that hang on the house with regular incandescent 
ones. The problem went away. 

So, if you have problems with an older opener and have 
LED lights you have the choice of going back to older light-
ing or buying a new opener, all of which operate at a differ-
ent frequency today because of the LED issue.   

CONCENTRATING IN THE FOLLOWING AREAS:

“Prepare for tomorrow … have peace of mind today.”
Nancy E. Kemner, J.D., LL.M.*

Conveniently located at: 859 Park Avenue, Suite 104 Orange Park, Florida 32073
(904) 278-1178 • www.KemnerLaw.com

ESTATE PLANNING
✓ Revocable Trusts
✓ Last Will and Testament
✓ Durable Power of Attorney
✓ Advanced Directives

ELDER LAW*
✓ Probate
✓ Probate Avoidance
✓ Medicaid Planning
✓ Qualified Income Trusts

Serving Families in Florida for Over 25 Years

I would like to introduce Michael Caudill who will be the new Site  
Supervisor at the gate.  Michael is originally from Mayport and has been 
in Jacksonville most of his life.  He graduated high school from Florida 
Youth Challenge Academy in Starke.   Michael has been in the security 
business for 10 + years and has 6 years of experience as a security  
supervisor.  He will be on duty Monday through Friday, 7:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.  
His cell phone number is 904-575-7816. 

I am taking a larger role with Garda here in the Jacksonville area as a 
Client Service Manager.  However, be assured I will still be involved with 
your community gate staff and will be able to assist with any issues that 
may arise.

NEWS FROM THE GATEHOUSE
By Tom Collins

 “GRAB N GO” EVENTS are scheduled for May 14 
and May 28, 5:00 – 8:00 p.m. at the cabana.

We have Latin Soul Grille and Piccola Cusina 
scheduled for May 14.  Latin Soul Grille serves a 
combination of Latin and BBQ cuisine.  Piccola 
Cusina features Italian inspired food.  

On May 28 Abstrakt Filipino Essence and Jag 
Boilers will be here.  Abstrakt Filipino Essence 
serves Filipino classics with a unique twist.  Jag 
Boilers serves Louisiana authentic style seafood.  
More details will be provided in eblasts.

It’s finally pool season!

The OPCC Pool is open daily, 6 a.m. - 9 p.m. 
through October.

  
Please remember to follow pool rules as posted on 

the OPCC neighborhood website. 
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1525 Kingsley Ave  |  Orange Park, FL 32073 

(904) 955-9488 |  www.PalagioSeniorLiving.com
ALF License #13475

Live the Good Life®

Call 904-955-9488 to book your personalized tour.

Email us for more details at  

HELLO@PalagioSeniorLiving.com

CALL TODAY FOR  
GRAND OPENINGGRAND OPENING    

SPECIALS!

atatCelebrateCelebrate
FreedomFreedom

Kudosgo to....
Orange Park Landscape Committee Members, Quint Bowman, Scott Hatcher and Harry  
Hausman, for doing an investigative walk around checking the irrigation system with  
R& R Landscape.

Charley Yow for maintaining  “his island” outside the gate.  He not only buys the plants and 
flowers, but also edges the islands up to Publix.

The Joint Landscape Committee members who walked the boulevard with Doug Hill (Tree 
Amigos) to check areas needing additional plants, caladium bulbs, and trimming.

A big “THANKS” to the landscape committee of Loch Rane and OPCC for the many hours 
they volunteer ensuring our community’s appearance is inviting to owners and guests.

History of Mother’s Day -Celebrations of mothers and moth-
erhood can be traced back to the ancient Greeks and Romans, 
who held festivals in honor of the mother goddesses Rhea and 
Cybele, but the clearest modern precedent for Mother’s Day 
is the early Christian festival known as “Mothering Sunday.”

Once a major tradition in the United Kingdom and parts of 
Europe, this celebration fell on the fourth Sunday in Lent and 
was originally seen as a time when the 
faithful would return to their “mother 
church”—the main church in the vicini-
ty of their home—for a special service.

Over time the Mothering Sunday tradi-
tion shifted into a more secular holi-
day, and children would present their 
mothers with flowers and other tokens 
of appreciation. This custom eventual-
ly faded in popularity before merging 
with the American Mother’s Day in the 1930s and 1940s.

The origins of Mother’s Day as celebrated in the United States 
date back to the 19th century. In the years before the Civil 
War, Ann Reeves Jarvis of West Virginia helped start “Moth-
ers’ Day Work Clubs” to teach local women how to properly 
care for their children.

These clubs later became a unifying force in a region of the 
country still divided over the Civil War. In 1868 Jarvis orga-
nized “Mothers’ Friendship Day,” at which mothers gathered 
with former Union and Confederate soldiers to promote rec-
onciliation.

Another precursor to Mother’s Day came from the abolitionist 
and suffragette Julia Ward Howe. In 1870 Howe wrote the “Moth-
er’s Day Proclamation,” a call to action that asked mothers to 
unite in promoting world peace. In 1873 Howe campaigned for a 
“Mother’s Peace Day” to be celebrated every June 2.

Other early Mother’s Day pioneers include Juliet Calhoun 
Blakely, a temperance activist who inspired a local Mother’s 
Day in Albion, Michigan, in the 1870s. The duo of Mary Towles 
Sasseen and Frank Hering, meanwhile, both worked to orga-
nize a Mothers’ Day in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. 
Some have even called Hering “the father of Mothers’ Day.” 

The official Mother’s Day holiday arose in the 1900s as a result 
of the efforts of Anna Jarvis, daugh-
ter of Ann Reeves Jarvis. Following 
her mother’s 1905 death, Anna Jarvis 
conceived of Mother’s Day as a way of 
honoring the sacrifices mothers made 
for their children.

Following the success of her first 
Mother’s Day, Jarvis—who remained 
unmarried and childless her whole 
life—resolved to see her holiday added 

to the national calendar. Arguing that American holidays were 
biased toward male achievements, she started a massive let-
ter writing campaign to newspapers and prominent politicians 
urging the adoption of a special day honoring motherhood.

By 1912 many states, towns and churches had adopted Moth-
er’s Day as an annual holiday, and Jarvis had established the 
Mother’s Day International Association to help promote her 
cause. Her persistence paid off in 1914 when President Wood-
row Wilson signed a measure officially establishing the second 
Sunday in May as Mother’s Day.

Did you know? More phone calls are made on Mother’s Day 
than any other day of the year. These holiday chats with Mom 
often cause phone traffic to spike by as much as 37 percent.

For further reading, go to source:  https://www.history.com/
topics/holidays/mothers-day

Don’t Forget Mom on May 9..

Happy Mother’s Day to all Moms “Behind the Gate”!Happy Mother’s Day to all Moms “Behind the Gate”!

It’s Almost Graduation Time! 
Each year we share the great achievements of our community’s 
graduates.  If you have a family member graduating, we would 
love to feature them in an upcoming issue!  Simply send the 
following:  graduate’s name, school attended, short blurb about 
grad…for example, special recognition, future goals, etc., and a 
photo to lisacbeach@gmail.com.
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Celebrate Cinco de Mayo with these Yummy Enchiladas… 
This is a version of one of my family’s favorites!  
As we get together with friends and family again, it’s fun to try new recipes. If you have a recipe you would like to share,  
please send to me at lisacbeach@gmail.com.  We can spotlight your recipes in the upcoming Summer issues of Behind the Gate.
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CONCRETE & DIRT WORK • free estimates
904-303-7284

Commercial & Residential                No job too big or too small!

• Concrete (prep, form, pour, finish, stamping)

  • Grading • Dirt Work • Clearing Lots • Installing Culverts

JETT CONCRETE WORKS

Sheila’s Monthly Inspiration
OBSTACLES ARE THOSE FRIGHTFUL THINGS YOU SEE

WHEN YOU TAKE YOUR EYE OFF THE GOAL.

Welcome
to the neighborhood

Chris & Amy Cannon
2706 Country Club Blvd.

Andrew & Elizabeth Cole
2311 Glenfinnan Drive

Geoff & Pamela Dyer
2680 Country Club Blvd.

Joshua & Jacqueline Lee
819 Westminster Drive

Matthew & Faye McMurray
807 Westminster Drive

Jonas & Georgia Palin
680 Cherry Grove Road

Jonathan & Naomi Rocco
522 Oakmont Drive

DIRECTIONS

In a frying pan, cook chicken and onion together in oil over medium-high heat until chicken is just done.

Divide cooked chicken evenly between 8 tortillas; add 1 1/2 tablespoons cheese to each tortilla.

Roll enchiladas and place seam-side down in a 9x13” baking dish that has been lightly sprayed with no-stick cooking spray.

Melt butter in a medium saucepan; stir in flour to make a roux, stir and cook until bubbly, and gradually whisk in chicken broth 
then bring to boiling, stirring frequently.

Remove from heat; stir in sour cream and green chilies.Pour sauce evenly over enchiladas.

Top with remaining 3/4 cup cheese (a baking dish may be double-wrapped and frozen at this point) and bake at 400° F for 20 
minutes until cheese is melted and sauce near edges of baking dish is bubbly.

(At our house for a vegetarian alternative, we substitute spinach for chicken and vegetable broth for chicken broth.  Very yummy 
with a side of beans, rice, and a tomato & lettuce Mexican salad.)

source:  https://www.food.com

SIMPLY SOUR CREAM CHICKEN ENCHILADAS
1 lb chicken breast, diced

1 medium onion, minced

1 tablespoon vegetable oil

8 (8 inch) flour tortillas, softened

1 1⁄2 cups grated monterey jack cheese or 1 1/2 cups Mexican blend 
cheese, divided

1⁄4 cup butter

1⁄4 cup flour

1 (15 ounce) can chicken broth

1 cup sour cream

1 (4 ounce) can chopped green chilies or 2 fresh chili peppers, minced

mailto:lisacbeach@gmail.com
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